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	When the Plymouth Playhouse has a hit show, managers at the nearby Kelly Inn and Green Mill restaurant smile just as big as the show's producer.

Thanks to the record-breaking "Church Basement Ladies," which opened in 2005, and its sequel, "Church Basement Ladies 2: Second Helpings," which opened March 8, all three business managers will be smiling for a good long while.

"We get business from them," said John Nygaard, general manager of the Kelly Inn in Plymouth. "Bus tours for the show and stay-and-play packages are all good for our business."

"There's definitely a direct relationship between a new show and our business," said Steve Kraft, general manger of the Green Mill. "Our sales go way up when they have a show. We love it."

Curt Wollan, president and executive producer for Troupe America Inc., which stages plays at the Plymouth Playhouse, said "Church Basement Ladies" pretty much saved the company.

"We were in debt," he said. "Times were tough. The show was pretty much a godsend."

Compared to previous shows in the Playhouse's 34-year history, "Church Basement Ladies" outdid all the others both financially and attendance-wise, he said.

"The only one that came close was 'How To Talk Minnesotan,'" Wollan said. "That did very well for us during its heyday in the late 1990s and early 2000s."

Other shows were popular and well done, but they only broke even financially, he said.

"In the theater world, breaking even is wonderful," Wollan said. "A few shows did well in other parts of the country but not in the Twin Cities. This is a pretty sophisticated town."

Why does "Church Basement Ladies" and its newly-opened sequel have such a wide appeal?

"The title sells itself," Wollan said. "It's a story that could be done anyplace."

Inspired by the books of Janet Letnes Martin and Suzann Nelson, who wrote "Growing Up Lutheran," Wollan came up with the idea of a musical comedy as a salute to the hard-working women of any church.

"'Second Helpings' takes the characters to another level, and we get more attached to them as human beings," he said. "We feel their happiness and their pain.

"It's not as slap-sticky as the first one, but there are some hysterical moments. It's fun to stand at the back of the theater and hear the audience reaction."

The original production of "Church Basement Ladies" was seen by more than 250,000 people in 1,123 performances during its two-and-one-half-year run, said Linda Twiss, publicist for Troupe America.

In addition, a national tour of the show took it to 58 cities in 11 states, including the Tennessee Performing Arts Center in Nashville, Tenn., Circa 21 in Rock Island, Ill., and New Theater Restaurant in Kansas City, Kan., she said.

Performances of "Church Basement Ladies 2" A Second Helping" are at the Plymouth Playhouse, Interstate 494 and Highway 55 on Wednesdays through Sundays. For more information, call the Playhouse Box Office at 763-553-1600 to Ticketmaster Artsline at 612-673-0404.


